The Oneness of God Series

Lesson 3 – Jesus Is the One God 

Oneness of God – #3 Jesus Is The One God


Introduction

In our first lesson we learned how that the only number associated with God’s identity in scripture was the number “one.”  In our second lesson, we learned how that the greatest name of God is the name of “Jesus.”  We also studied a very powerful prophecy in the book of Isaiah, which we turn to once again:

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ESV

The son that was born was Jesus Christ, and Isaiah prophesied that His name would be the titles of the “Mighty God,” and the “Everlasting Father!”  It is important to understand that these are titles referring back to the son that would be born and Jesus either fulfilled all of these titles or none of these titles.  Remember that, to God, a name represented who a person really was, so for Jesus’ name to be called the mighty God and the everlasting Father, Jesus had to be the mighty God, and the everlasting Father.  

This is an “Old Testament proof,” a prophecy in the Old Testament that through its fulfillment proves that Jesus is the Mighty God of the Old Testament.  This is but one of many ways to prove that Jesus is God through scriptures and it would be impossible in one Bible Study to compile all such examples from scripture, but we will take time to look at few of them before we move on to other ways to prove that Jesus Christ is and was the One God Almighty. 

Old Testament Proofs

Isaiah 9:6 is one of the best Old Testament proofs but many other details about His birth also work the same way to prove His identity.  Furthermore, one does not have to look much further than Isaiah to find plenty of other examples.  Here are a few:

The Birthplace of Jesus

Mic 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting." NKJV

There were two cities called “Bethlehem” so the prophet was sure to identify the southern city by calling it “Bethlehem Ephrathah” and yet the “One” to be born as ruler there would be “whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.”  If Jesus Christ – the One born in Bethlehem – had been in existence from eternity, then He must be God, and God alone:  the God spoken of elsewhere as the only one who has existed from before time
!  

The Ministry of Jesus

Isa 35:4-6 Say to those who have an anxious heart, "Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you." 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; ESV

Isaiah prophesied of a time when Israel’s “God” would come to them and save them.  They would know when their God had come to them because then “the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unstopped, the lame man shall leap, and the tongue of the mute will sing.”  Furthermore “waters” would break forth in the wilderness.  

It is obvious that all of these things did not happen until Jesus came to Israel.  Even Jesus, Himself, admitted such:

Luke 7:22 And he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. ESV  

Moreover, Jesus consistently used “water” and “flowing water” to refer to the Holy Spirit, which He had come to give
.  Truly Jesus Christ’s ministry proves that He was none other than Israel’s God coming to them to save them!  

The Preaching of John the Baptist

Isa 40:3 A voice cries:  "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. ESV

The prophet Isaiah predicted that before the LORD – Jehovah in the Hebrew – came to Israel, there would be a “voice crying from the wilderness” preparing the way for Him.  John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, came and according to the New Testament was the fulfillment of this scripture:

Matt 3:1-3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,  "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.'" ESV

If John the Baptist was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s “voice in the wilderness,” then certainly Jesus Christ must be the LORD (Jehovah) for which he had come to prepare the way!  There is only one Jehovah, therefore Jesus must have been and still is the one God of Israel!  

Fulfillment of All Characteristics of Jehovah God

For Jesus to be truly be Jehovah God come in flesh, then He would have to fulfill all of the unique characteristics assigned to Jehovah God of the Old Testament and the traits demonstrated through the compound names of Jehovah.  It turns out that Jesus does exactly that:

Jehovah God is . . . 



Jesus Christ is . . . 

Almighty - Genesis 17:1



Almighty - Revelation 1:8

I AM - Exodus 3:14-16




I AM - John 8:58

Rock - Psalm 18:2; 28:1



Rock - I Corinthians 10:4

Horn of Salvation - Psalm 18:2



Horn of Salvation - Luke 1:69

Shepherd - Psalm 23:1; Isaiah 40:10-11

Good Shepherd - John 10:11








Great Shepherd - Hebrews 13:20










Chief Shepherd - I Peter 5:4

King of Glory - Psalm 24:7-10



Lord of Glory - I Corinthians 2:8

Light - Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 60:19


Light - John 1:4-9; 8:12

Salvation - Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 12:2


Only Salvation - Acts 4:10-12

Lord of Lords - Psalm 136:3



Lord of Lords - Revelation 19:16 

Holy One - Isaiah 12:6




Holy One - Acts 2:27

Lawgiver - Isaiah 33:22



Testator of the First Covenant








i.e. Giver of the Law - Hebrews 9:14-17


Judge - Isaiah 33:22




Judge - Micah 5:1; Acts 10:42

First and Last - Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12

First and Last - Revelation 1:8; 22:13

Only Savior - Isaiah 43:11; 45:21; 60:16

Savior - Titus 2:13; 3:6

Giver of Spiritual Water - Isaiah 44:3; 55:1

Giver of Living Water - John 4:10-14; 7:38-39

King of Israel - Isaiah 44:6 



King of Israel - John 1:49

Only Creator - Isaiah 44:24; 45:8; 48:13

Creator of Everything - John 1:3








Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:10

Only Just God - Isaiah 45:21



Just One - Acts 7:52

Redeemer - Isaiah 54:5; 60:16



Redeemer - Galatians 3:13; Revelation 5:9

Jehovah Compound name
Jesus is our . . . 

N.T. Scripture

Jehovah-jireh (provider)

Provider


Hebrews 10:10-12

Jehovah-rapha (healer)

Healer



James 5:14-15

Jehovah-nissi (banner, victory)
Victory



I Corinthians 15:57

Jehovah-m’kaddesh (sanctifier)
Sanctifier


Ephesians 5:26

Jehovah-shalom (peace)

Peace



John 14:27

Jehovah-sabaoth (Lord of hosts)
Lord of Hosts


James 5:4-7

Jehovah-elyon (Most High)

Most High


Luke 1:32, 76, 78

Jehovah-raah (shepherd)

Shepherd


John 10:11

Jehovah-hoseenu (maker)

Maker



John 1:3

Jehovah-tsidkenu (righteousness)
Righteousness


I Corinthians 1:30

Jehovah-shammah (present)

Ever Present One

Matthew 28:20

In every possible way, Jesus Christ fulfills the characteristics and traits of the Jehovah God who claimed to be unique and indivisibly One!  Obviously Jesus Christ was the God of the Old Testament come in flesh. 

John 8:24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He,  you will die in your sins." NASU  

The word “He” is in italics indicating that it was added there by translators and not in the original Greek text.  The NLTse renders this verse this way:

John 8:24 That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, you will die in your sins." NLTse

With a footnote that states:  “Greek:  unless you believe that I AM.  See Exodus 3:14.”  Jesus was without a doubt referring to the great title of Jehovah revealed to Moses as “I AM that I Am.”  And He was saying that unless we believe that He is the Great “I Am” – Jehovah God in flesh – we will die in our sins!  Realizing the true identity of Jesus Christ as Jehovah God of the Old Testament is imperative for salvation!  

New Testament Scriptures

If it were true that Jesus is God, then we would expect the New Testament to be full of scriptures simply stating that fact.  Again, what we expect is exactly what we find as we survey the New Testament teachings about God.  Here are some of the many scriptures that simply state that Jesus Christ is God Almighty:

John 20:27-29 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." NIV

When Thomas finally believed, he proclaimed Jesus as “My Lord and my God!”  May we, today, be the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy of blessing in the next verse that although we may not have ever physically touched Jesus, yet we can still truly know His identity!  

Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. ESV

Paul warned the pastors to care for the church of God, which He obtained and purchased “with His own blood.”  Yet, it was Jesus Christ who paid the price with His blood on Calvary.  Obviously Jesus was and is God!  

Rom 9:3-5 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. NIV

In Verse 5, Paul says that Christ “is God over all!”   

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: NASU

Titus 2:13 while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, NIV

In both of these verses, Jesus Christ is clearly and rightfully called “our God and Savior!”  

Col 2:8-10 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. NIV 

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.”  All other theories about God other than this one are simply “hollow and deceptive philosophies” and “human tradition.”  Paul went on to state that Christ is the “head over every power and authority.” 

The teachings of these verses are not compatible with any view of Jesus Christ other than that He was completely, totally, and indivisibly the One God of the Old Testament.  The Trinitarian view of God says that Jesus is the Son only who is but a part of the fullness of Deity, but this verse says that the fullness of Deity is in Jesus Christ.  The Jehovah’s Witnesses state that Jesus Christ is a “created being” under and less than the power of Jehovah God, but Paul writes that Jesus Christ is the “head over every power and authority!”  If there were somehow another God in existence, then according to this verse, Jesus would be over them!  

The warning of this verse of scripture was not to be taken captive by man’s traditions and deceptive philosophies, and that is exactly what most modern views of God which deny that Jesus Christ is the One God do!  We must be willing to discard man’s traditions and viewpoints for the clear teaching of the Word of God!  But let us think about what all of these scriptures are teaching; if Jesus Christ was God Almighty, then that means that He was God Almighty come in flesh because Jesus definitely had human flesh.  If this were true, then there would certainly be scriptures to bear this out.  

1 Tim 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory. NKJV
     

Many people take the word “mystery” out of this verse and use it to justify their inability to explain the non-scriptural concept of a “Trinity.”  But if you notice the colon in the verse, then you must realize that the verse goes on to explain the mystery and make it known!  The mystery of Godliness that has been revealed is that “God was manifested in flesh.”  “Manifested” means “to make visible,” so, in other words, God became visible by becoming flesh!  “Justified” means “to make innocent” or “to free from the guilt of sin.”  “Preached” here means “to have proclaimed openly in public.”  “Believed” here means “to have accepted as truth.”  “Received up” means “to have been taken up.”  “Without controversy” means “without debate” and “great” here means “excellent and splendid.”  All of these definitions are from the original Greek language and all point to the fact that the Godhead is no mystery at all, but now clearly revealed in Jesus Christ
.  

2 Cor 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. ESV

If there is a “veil” or “hidden-like quality” to the gospel and identity of Jesus Christ it is by those who truly do not believe and see the light of the glory of Christ “who is the image of God!”  To those who have seen the light of the revelation of scripture and believed it over man’s tradition, there is no mystery to the identity of God!   

If Jesus Christ was God manifested or made visible in flesh, then the question arises, “why did God have to become flesh?”  

Col 1:13-15 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. NASU

“The Son” – the flesh born of Mary – is “the image of the invisible God” though whom “we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins!”  God, by His holy law, has always required the shedding of blood for forgiveness of humanity’s sin; in every instance from the time that God killed an animal to cover Adam and Eve at their first sin in Genesis, to the thousands of rams and goats killed and offered up at the temples under the Law, God always required blood for sins to be remitted.  In fact, Hebrews 9:22 expressly states that “without shedding of blood there is no remission.”  In our first lesson of this series we learned that Jehovah God said there was no other Savior beside Him, so if God was going to come and pay the price for the world, He would have to shed blood, but a Spirit has no blood.  If He were to shed blood, then God had to become flesh!  All of the required animal sacrifices throughout the Old Testament were foreshadowing of what God himself would do at Calvary.  For example, when God asked Abraham to sacrifice His son, Abraham did not tell Isaac that he was going to be the sacrifice.  As they walked to the place of sacrifice, Isaac asked where the sacrificial animal was and Abraham, probably unknowingly, made a very powerful statement:

Gen 22:8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. NIV

God would “himself provide the lamb” and in this we find a beautiful type and portrait of Calvary.  When John the Baptist saw Jesus Christ the first time he quickly proclaimed:  “Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world!
”  And so a beautiful truth emerges:  Jesus Christ was the image of the invisible God come in flesh to shed His blood for you and I!  God truly provided the Lamb by becoming flesh and giving of Himself!  

2 Cor 5:19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. ESV  

God was reconciling the world to “himself” and not “themselves.”  If Jesus were somehow another person of the Godhead or another part of God, then we would still not be reconciled to God Almighty, but if Jesus Christ were God Almighty coming in flesh to provide the Lamb Himself, then we are reconciled to God through the sacrifice of Calvary!  

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God. But the one and only Son is himself God and is near to the Father's heart. He has revealed God to us.  NLTse

When we get the revelation that the “Son” always refers to the body or flesh that God became, then John 3:16 changes from “God loved us enough to send someone else to die” to “God loved us enough to become flesh and experience the pain of death for us!”  Jesus said this:

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. ESV

If a Trinitarian view of God is correct and that somehow the Father and the Son are persons or “centers of consciousness” that are somehow divisible from each other and the Son refers to a Spirit being somehow separate from the Father, then obviously the Son loves us much more than the Father because He was the one willing to lay down His life.  If the Father and the Son were both Spirit beings then why was the Son willing to come and manifest Himself in flesh and the Father not willing?  Viewed through Trinitarian glasses, John 3:16 sounds more like child abuse than love!  

But when we get the revelation that Jesus was “God manifest in flesh” and was the one God of the Old Testament coming in flesh to pay the price for sin Himself, then suddenly John 3:16 becomes a great profession of love to you and I!  The titles “Father” refers to the invisible Spirit of God and the title “Son” refers to the flesh that that One Spirit became through being born of Mary.  They refer to the One God in different modes and roles and aspects of revelation, but they do not refer to a divisibility or Trinity of God!  

Conclusion

Since this lesson is probably reshaping someone’s knowledge and concept of God, we will end by reviewing what we have learned:  

The One God of the Old Testament gradually revealed himself by various names and titles to mankind from Creation until Law.  He revealed Himself as Jehovah to those under the Law, and throughout all of these years God required the blood of imperfect lambs and goats to be offered for the forgiveness of sin.  Then the one God of the Old Testament became flesh and shed His own blood to provide complete redemption for mankind!  He did this by overshadowing a young, Jewish virgin named Mary.  The baby Mary conceived was God “robed in flesh” and was called Jesus which means “Jehovah has become Salvation!”  Thirty-three and a half years after His birth, Jesus shed His blood on Calvary thereby proving His great love for us and providing a way today that we can be freed from the bondage of sin.  Jesus’ body was the very “image” of the invisible Spirit of God and His resurrected body is the only body of God that we will ever see!  Such a summary is the exact teachings of the scriptures:  

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. ESV

The Greek for “Word” in this scripture is logos which means “the thought, intent, or plan.”  So John 1:1 literally reads:  “In the beginning was the thought, intent, and plan of God, and the thought, intent, and plan of God was with God, and the thought intent and plan of God was God!  You cannot separate someone from their thoughts and make their thoughts and plans a separate person!  “The Word” is the subject of entire chapter of John 1 so verse 3 reads:  all things were made according to the thought, intent, and plan of God!  What was this thought, intent, and plan of God that was continually on His mind even during Creation?  

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. ESV

The thought, intent, and plan of God was made flesh and dwelt among us.  What then was this thought, intent, and plan of God?  It was to come and provide redemption for humanity by shedding blood for them!  God knew even in Creation that man would likely sin and, in His great love, already had a plan that He intended to carry out to save Him!  We learned in lesson two of this series that Adam was created in the image of Jesus Christ, so God’s plan if man sinned and fell short of His perfect will was to become flesh Himself and pay the price for sin and He fulfilled that plan thus revealing to us a love that we cannot fully comprehend!    

John 1:10-11 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. ESV

God was in the world and the world was made by him!  Remember all of the scriptures in Lesson one of this series that stated that God alone created the world?  John could state that Jesus created the world because Jesus was absolutely God!  Jehovah revealed Himself to the Jewish people, and when Jesus was born, He was born to a Jewish mother.  In His three and a half year ministry, Jesus preached exclusively to the Jewish people and their offspring.  When Jesus was crucified, He was crucified by His own people, so let’s sum up all of these scriptures of this lesson in one, simple sentence:  

The One God of the Old Testament is the One God of the New Testament and His Name is Jesus!

� See Lesson #1 of this series for scriptures.


� See John chapter 4 and John 7:37-39 for some examples.


� See John 1:29.





Endnotes





� There is a textual controversy is over whether or not the Greek says “God was manifest in the flesh” or “He who was manifest in the flesh in this verse.  The Greek manuscripts are about evenly divided as to either rendering.  





The issue comes from the fact that the first written manuscripts of the New Testament were “uncials” and were written in capital letters without spaces or punctuation to save space.  Frequent terms such as “God” or “Jesus” were abbreviated.  For example, in the case of the term “God” the first and last letter of the Greek word was written and to call attention to the fact that it was a contraction, a line was drawn over the term.  The Greek word for God in all capitals is QEOS but when abbreviated it became QS with a thin line drawn over it.  This is important to understand because in 1 Timothy 3:16, the word translated as “He who” is OS, which is very similar visually to QS.  Add to this that the scribes were working on a text written on animal hides which had many small creases and lines on it already and with the light of an oil lamp and it is easy to see how that line or no line, one could be taken for the other.  Just to prove the point, here is the Greek passage “God was manifest in the flesh” first with “God” and then with “He who.”          





KAIOMOLOGOUMENWSMEGAESTINTOTHSEYSEBEIA


SMUSTHPIONQSEFANEPWQHENSARKIEDIKAIWQHEN





KAIOMOLOGOUMENWSMEGAESTINTOTHSEYSEBEIA


SMUSTHPIONOSEFANEPWQHENSARKIEDIKAIWQHEN





The difference is in the twelfth letter of the second line – did you catch it?  Which is correct?  That depends upon which Greek scholar you ask.  Most conservative scholars believe it likely that “God” was the original version and the “He who” was the derivation, because of the ease with which the line above “God” could be lost in the folds of the velum.  In any regards, there are many other scriptures that prove that Jesus was God manifest in the flesh� and if this verse were to be “He who” then it still refers back to “godliness” and is talking about God anyway.  





Here is how the various modern translations translate this verse:





ESV	= “He” with a footnote giving “God” as an alternative.


NASBU	= “He who” with no (!) footnote.


NIV 	= “He” with a footnote giving God as an alternative.


NKJV 	= “God” with a footnote giving “Who” as an alternative.


HCSB	= “He with a footnote giving “God” as an alternative.


NRSV	= “He” with a footnote giving “who” and “God” and “Which” as alternatives.


NLTse	= “Christ” with a footnote giving “He who” and “God” as alternatives.


NCV 	= “He” with no footnote.


CEV 	= “Christ” with a footnote giving “He who” and “God” as alternatives.


TEV	= “He” with no footnote. 





� Paul -- the writer of I Timothy -- always used the word “mystery” to mean something that was once hidden but that had now been revealed (Romans 11:25; 16:25  I Corinthians 2:7; 15:51  Ephesians 1:9; 3:3; 3:4; 3:9; 5:32; 6:19  Colossians 1:26; 1:27; 2:2; 4:3  II Thessalonians 2:7  I Timothy 3:9).  Jesus (Mark 4:11) and John (Revelation 1:20; 10:7; 17:7) also used “mystery” this way.  Nowhere in the Bible does the word “mystery” EVER mean something that is forever hidden or not understandable under Grace!  














Written by R. Jeremiah Sibley, all rights reserved.

Copies of this study may be freely distributed for not-for-profit use only.  

Bible Translations are marked as follows:  ESV = English Standard Version, NKJV = New King James Version, 

KJV = King James Version, NASU = New American Standard Update, NIV = New International Version, 

NLTse = New Living Translation 2nd edition.  For full translation declarations see Preface. 
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